DIGITAL
STORYTELLING
VISUALIZE RESULTS
FROM CITIZENS' PARTICIPATION WITH
VIDEO STORIES

PARTICIPATE!
Visualize stories of citizens, civil society
organisations and municipalities to build
linkages and create understanding
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Visualize results of citizens' initiatives
By digital storytelling citizens, civil society organisations, neighbourhood
councils, municipalities and other parties are offered the opportunity to
visualize successes of initiated change processes. By digital
storytelling participating stakeholders and actors become the directors
of the movie. They are the ones who tell the story and will be operating
in front and behind the camera. Many municipalities and city
governments are struggling on how they want to involve citizens and
civil society organisations in their policies. This initiative will offer an
excellent opportunity to visualize achievements (including behavioral
changes), but also challenges which can be used for further debate
and discussion. This approach will help to create understanding
between the different actors involved in community development.
Towards strengthening local linkages
The camera (photo or video) offers an excellent opportunity to build
bridges. A mayor or alderman will not rapidly make an appointment
with a citizen, but when somebody from a citizens' initiative asks for
his opinion about the changes, the linkage will be established. Digital
storytelling is not just making a film, but the process also enables the
development and reinforcement of linkages between different
stakeholders in the community.

The journey
The journey will take a number of meetings, where the different
actors will share their success stories. These stories will enable the
group to develop a film scenario. After that they will get acquainted
with camera techniques and start filming in their community. The aim
is to involve the key actors (citizens, civil society organisations,
municipality, political parties, mayor and aldermen) to tell their
perspectives and stories on how they have perceived the changes.
Finally the film will be projected and discussed at a joint meeting,
where it will be discussed for further collaboration and action. This
will contribute to the development of local governmental policies in
supporting and enabling citizens'participation in local development.
Therefore this ‘Digital Storytelling’ journey will contribute towards;
• Strengthening and reinforcing linkages between stakeholders in the
community, building understanding and developing a joint identity;
• Involving local citizens in the local political system and fostering a
process of joint learning;
• Jointly celebrating the achievement of results and building a
foundation for further cooperation;
• Increasing visibility of community development and supporting the
development of local creative talent in the community. This initiative
invites people from all ages to participate and contribute their talents
in the process of filmmaking.

invitation to cooperate
We are looking for municipalities, NGOs, civil society
organisations, citizens' initiatives, who initiated or initiate a
community development project and who would like to visualize the
achieved changes (both behavioral and tangible) by a film or video.
It is also an invitation to local schools to visualize their
achievements, since the stories of young people can also have a
tremendous impact.
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